Stratton Playgroup
New Road, Stratton, Bude, Cornwall, EX23 9AP

Inspection date
Previous inspection date

16 October 2017
4 December 2013
This inspection:

Good

2

Previous inspection:

Good

2

Effectiveness of the leadership and management

Good

2

Quality of teaching, learning and assessment

Good

2

Personal development, behaviour and welfare

Good

2

Outcomes for children

Good

2

The quality and standards of the
early years provision

Summary of key findings for parents
This provision is good

 The committee, manager and staff work very well together to provide a successful
playgroup. They monitor children's progress with rigour and take effective steps to
identify and close gaps in children's learning. Staff benefit from effective support in
their professional development.

 Staff are skilful in their positive behaviour management with children. They teach
children to have a very good understanding in taking turns and sharing. Children
behave well and develop a good sense of responsibility. For example, children readily
respond to staff and willingly help to put things away.

 Effective partnerships with parents and others enable the staff to support the individual
needs of children well. Staff use additional funding effectively to provide extra support
and resources, to benefit children's individual learning and development.

 Self-evaluation includes the views of parents and is thorough. The committee and
manager continuously strive for and achieve improvement in their provision. Current
plans include a review of the assessment system and further development of the
outdoor play and learning areas.
It is not yet outstanding because:

 Staff are not consistently vigilant at mealtimes, to fully support children's understanding
of good practices in food hygiene and to further develop children's social skills.

 Although staff plan activities well, they do not take all opportunities to enable children
to use a wider range of resources and develop their ideas, to broaden their learning
experiences further.
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What the setting needs to do to improve further

To further improve the quality of the early years provision the provider should:

 improve the arrangements at mealtimes, to provide consistently effective support in
children's learning, to reinforce good hygiene practices and further encourage
children's social skills

 provide opportunities to involve children further from the beginning to the end of
activities, to broaden the planned learning outcomes for children.

Inspection activities

 The inspector held discussions with the manager, committee members, staff and
parents.

 The inspector observed and spoke to staff and children in their indoor and outdoor
activities.

 The inspector completed a joint observation with the manager.
 The inspector read a sample of children's development records and the self-evaluation
form.

 The inspector checked required documentation, including staff qualification certificates
and evidence of suitability.
Inspector
Julie Wright
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Inspection findings
Effectiveness of the leadership and management is good
Safeguarding is effective. The committee, manager and staff have a clear understanding
of their roles to safeguard children's welfare. They update their child protection policies
and procedures and complete appropriate training to refresh their good knowledge. The
manager is vigilant in monitoring risks and takes prompt action to prevent hazards to keep
children safe. To address previous inspection recommendations, staff have improved
information sharing with parents and the organisation of group activities. Training is used
well to extend staff knowledge and teaching skills, for example, to enhance learning
support for two-year-old children. The manager shared knowledge with staff from her
degree work. This was used effectively to extend support to parents and children, to
prepare them well for playgroup.
Quality of teaching, learning and assessment is good
Staff take good account of children's individual learning needs and preferences. They
successfully encourage children to contribute ideas and follow their individual interests.
For example, children suggest themes for role play, such as an airport, a pirate ship and a
house. Staff equip all areas well to encourage continuous learning. For instance, they
effectively support literacy and mathematical learning for children who prefer to be
outside. Staff are enthusiastic and add interest to activities to inspire children's learning.
For example, children play with the glittery dough for sustained periods. Children have
great fun as they wave colourful scarves around in a singing and dancing activity. They
enjoy learning as staff teach them about letters, numbers and sounds in play. Support to
children's communication and language development is good.
Personal development, behaviour and welfare are good
Staff successfully encourage children's self-esteem. Children are proud of their
achievements, such as to receive a sticker for being kind and sharing with a friend. Staff
use their visual prompts, such as spot and sand timers, to very good effect. They help
children fully understand and follow the routines. Staff use a unique voting activity to
encourage children to count and to learn about differences. Children benefit greatly from
physical play and exercise. For instance, they learn about stretching their muscles and
making their hearts beat faster. Children play well together and have good relationships
with staff. Information sharing with parents is highly effective. For example, staff explain
their teaching methods to parents to promote consistency for children.
Outcomes for children are good
Children make good progress from their developmental starting points. They are confident
and keen to learn. Children show enthusiasm and interest as they choose activities. For
example, children are eager to paint and to dress up. Children develop good listening and
attention skills, which prepares them well for learning in school.
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Setting details
Unique reference number

102959

Local authority

Cornwall

Inspection number

1061143

Type of provision

Sessional provision

Day care type

Childcare - Non-Domestic

Registers

Early Years Register

Age range of children

2-5

Total number of places

23

Number of children on roll

41

Name of registered person

Stratton Pre School Playgroup (Bude) Committee

Registered person unique
reference number

RP903067

Date of previous inspection

4 December 2013

Telephone number

01288 356135

Stratton Playgroup opened in 1983. It operates from its own premises in the grounds of
Stratton Primary School in Bude, Cornwall. The playgroup is open Monday to Friday from
8.30am until 3.30pm, during term time. Including the manager, there are eight staff
employed to work with the children. Of these, five hold qualifications at level 3, one
member of staff is qualified at level 2 and the manager holds a degree level qualification.
The playgroup receives early education funding to provide free places for children aged
two, three and four years.
This inspection was carried out by Ofsted under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act
2006 on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the
statutory framework for children’s learning, development and care, known as the early
years foundation stage.
Any complaints about the inspection or the report should be made following the
procedures set out in the guidance ‘Complaints procedure: raising concerns and making
complaints about Ofsted’, which is available from Ofsted’s website:
www.gov.uk/government/organisations/ofsted. If you would like Ofsted to send you a
copy of the guidance, please telephone 0300 123 4234, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) regulates and inspects to
achieve excellence in the care of children and young people, and in education and skills for learners of all
ages. It regulates and inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family
Court Advisory Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher training, work-based learning and
skills training, adult and community learning, and education and training in prisons and other secure
establishments. It assesses council children’s services, and inspects services for looked after children,
safeguarding and child protection.
If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print or Braille,
please telephone 0300 123 4234, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.
You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format or medium,
under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, visit
www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the Information Policy
Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email:
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk.
This publication is available at www.ofsted.gov.uk/resources/120354.
Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our website for news, information and updates at
www.ofsted.gov.uk/user.
Piccadilly Gate
Store St
Manchester
M1 2WD
T: 0300 123 4234
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/government/organisations/ofsted
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